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Manoa Heritage Cenier sits on the western The Only Indact Hetaw in Walkiki A koo .

slopes of Manoa where the old ali'i resided. We Margo explained that the Hawalian name,
looked out across the eastern hall of the valley, Knka“o'o, actually means “standing digging
where taro farmers once maintained an expanse stick” or "god of the digging stick.” The '0'0 is
of taro patches. We located legendary landmarks, 55 jndispensible digging and planting tool still
such as Kauhi the sleeping giant (shoum on the used by farmers today. Archaeologists estimate
ppening spread) and waiched dazzling Manoa that Koka'd'o is 800 years old, based on carbon

rainbows dance on the famous Thahine mist. dating and oral history. It is interpreted as a ',
MHC Education Director Margo Vitarelli mapele agricultural temple; to celebrate and -
guided us through the gardens and explained benefit growth, harvest and a harmonious life. %
‘_m“:‘r Hawailans mE‘-‘“’”E*EL? usad the endemic, Flanking the stone path leading to Kdka'n'o £|
; Yl indigenous and Polynesian canoe plants grow- is a section of the dry-stack wall said to be built ®)
d i P ing all _am!.;t_s “;‘ 5':;“"9* k;{kp- mE endangered by the ancient people and expert stone masons— 5
Monnoidendron tree from Kaua'i, are rare species - : :
..un ya HE'J H-.l ”E' L ernl tPr ll‘l Ma nr:-a te Menatinns; Walls Jike this once tesndere]

not often seen on the island of 0'ahu. Other na- across Manoa Valley. At the lower heiau path we

it , _ X A | tive varieties are elegantly landscaped in large looked up to see the neatly constructad stones
Ais a nef=profit organization lul[llde |_"ﬁ S oo o oven thoi besul tvturos and folas e s s
colors: ‘akia, shrubs wi ght orange berries :
F N“hll]] cl l"lfl Il"b"i ]IF'I.T"{._.DD I\E" Ii ]' l_"l] E"HF"IF‘L F‘ Al l]d A ot and tough, gray-green round leaves stacked like i, BIIEO N Haree OF MAsoNLy Sp R e

during restoration and lepends associated with
pennies; rubbery, light green naupaka hedges; 5 E

-'i‘ﬁlhue W 1th our :mnmumtvgu an: ient H..W?f‘auau and proud koki‘o ke'oke'obushes covered with o0 HIBEE T D ety

f; hite hibi . Th 1 d £
worshipping sitesthat-18 Toc ated.on their Property. . s wors it otk Ak el kg, e ERME IO DR it 1 e
s - y i tools and weapons and compound medicines — he beattifull d h iau. Th
We were-invited-fo visi it theQ enter” and meet theae to sustain life n the ahupua'a, "LEAMMINE PANIS et tho K oo Mo o et aa

by their use is meaningful to kids," said Vitarelli. aura of the huge sky was breathtaking.

gracious people who lmw devuted much nT their,
lives to savinga Hawalian hHmn al lmdm..u]{

e ® e
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1 high chisfs 5 [t de am and Marv }
5 j third generation of Coolas =ward this site,
andare i5i '..‘, fun: 1 siruct a mod-
o5t new “ducation Center. Thie ey will
e o sk allow for ; ety of e Crivitd
heian in [Ju- .1.I||.| |.|1|.| ‘a -_nl -.‘-..J1L..|J.:|. |:||1I1_.-' 01 -.'_El'i.- meating rooms, and more visitor ame |||r|u fiog e
cultural temple remains intact — K0ka's'd Helan — students and the commumnity S AT
in Manoa Vallev. L | -
: ' A Place-Based Learndmg Joqmey Lie Midroo
The Ahupua’a of Waikiki is a triangular land 4 P
division that start slan M IIJ|11|1|| Range Connecting story to place isswhat ln- 1chers call
and extends tot 1. [is daries embrace : ' education.” It “““ 1 Vi Ll ’
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started in the Ko'olau -
- Mountains and extended  Diswosd Mead
" to Woikiki Beach.
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Caring People Doing the Right Thing

Alter touring this fabulous site, we were eager
to meet the people who generously opened their
gardens to the communitv. Back at the center,
sam and Mary Coole greeted us warmly. As we
sat on the porch and enjoved glasses of red hibis-
rus tea, 1 asked them how thev came to restora
Enka'd'd. As a fine cooling mist blew in from the
vallew, Mary reminiscad, "I can only say that we
restored this place out of our love for the Hawai-
fan culture. I have always been involved in pro-
tecting heritage places.” Marv grew up on Kaua'i
with a deep reverence for Hawaiian wavs and
their history. 5am descends from Wilcox mission-
aries who serviced Waioli Mission and later built
Grove Farm in Lihue. For nine vears Maryv served
on the board of the National Trust for Historic
Preservation, advocating the regisirv of manyv
important Hawai'i sites.

Sam’'s ancestors were collectors and preser-
vationists. 5am’s great-grandmother, Anna Rice
Cooke, provided land, capital and art to begin
what is now known as the Honolulu Museum
of Art. His great grandiather Charles Montague
Cooke 5r., provided land for the University of
Hawai'i, started Bank of Hawai'i and funded
The Honolulu Aquarium. 5am's grandfather,
D, Charles Montague Cooke Jr., was a distin-
guished scientist [malacologist] at the Bishop
Museum for over 40 vears, and at one time bred
dairv cattle at his Ka Tmi Dairy in Manoa Vallev.

Despite this rich legacy, Sam described his
own motivation o restore Koka'd'd very simplyv:
“Tt was the right thing to do.” Sam grew up on
Moloka'i and O"alu, where accepting Euleana
( responsibilities) with gratitude, and doing what's
pono (rightecus) goes without saving. He ad-
mits that restoring a cultural site without public
funding turned out to be a verv complicated and
expensive proposition. "It cost so much that we
had to take it in steps. First we did archasological
studies. Then we hired an expert Hawaiian stone
mason, Billv Fields, from Hawai'i Island —he's
the best — o restore the walls of the heiau that
had deteriorated over the years. Cultural expert
Mathan Mapoka, then with Hawaii State Depart-
ment of Land and Natural Resources (DLNE]

Historic Preservation Division, coordinated the
process with the proper Hawaiian protocol.”

The heiau stands directly behind Euali'i, the
home Charles Montague "Monty” Cooke Jr., built
im 1911, on land given him by his father, Charles
Montague Cooke 5r. 5am and Mary purchased
it 1970, restored it to its original English Todor
stvle splendor and listed it on the Mational Regis-
ter of Historic Places. It is named after a famous
Oahu king credited in oral history with driving
the Menehune from Manoa Valley and Kaka'o'o.
At one point, the heian land was passed on to
another Cooke relative. In 1993, when Sam and
Mary heard that the heiau parcel was for sale,
they interven-ed and bought it to save the heiau
from destruction. The rest is redemption.

"Having a restored heiau in vour backvard does
draw some atiention,” said Sam, referring to the
many historians, Hawaiians, students and visitors
who came o inguire. "“We saw a need 1o open it
to the public, so we started the Manca Heritage
Center 501 {c](3) in 19956," said Marv, who has
considerable experience as a board member of
Mational Trust for Historic Preservation, "1 observ-
ed that heritage sites with no endowment do not
make it, financially. 50 one of our goals is to raise
funds for an endowment.” Donations {from the
public have helpad MHC commission Historian
and Plavwright, Victoria Kneubuhl, to conduct
research and create an Interpretive Plan. This
comprehensive document guides MHC as it pres-
ents the history and culture of this hisoric site and
Minoca Valley to students and visitor tours in an
educational and entertaining way.

Education Director, Margo Vitarelli, Pacific
[sland specialist, museum educator and artist
coordinates center activities. She designs tours
and activities for visiting schools and adults,
produces a hi-annual newsletter, and conducts
training classes for docent guides. Aloha McGrilie
donates her expert talenis in event organizing,
report writing, scheduling and data collection.
The Center welcomes over 2,000 visitors a year.
Thanks to one thoughtiul donor, MHC is able to
offer a generous bus subsidy to schools that need
transporiation to the site. This allows all students
the opportunity to visit for free,

What Hmeatians Taught the Missionaries

Sam's ancestors, Amos and Juliet Montague
Cooke educated the children of Hawaiian high
chiefs at the Roval School. They and their chil-
dren learned Hawaiian culture and values from
their students. Hawai'i became their home.

Anvone who visits Manoa Heritage Centar will
feel this jow It is a truly remarkable place and
treasurad gift to the commumity.

Sam and Marv invite vou to bring vour [amily
to see Edka't'0 Heiau and the native Hawaiian
gardens Monday through Friday from 8:30am
to Apm. By advance appoiniment, visitors and
school children may arrange intimate small-group

A kahuna la'au lapa'au (traditional healer)
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called Ka'aha'dina Maihe irom Hawai'i Island ;s -
saved the life of Amos’® grandson, Charles gm@ed tours by calling the qiﬁm, BOS-988-1287. Fl_,
“Monty" Montagus Cooke Jr., who was born Trained ?u.tunr.eer docent guides lead _the Lm:trs. -
prematurelv. Ka'aha'dina brought her Hawaiian To keep this wonderful EmE'_I;_”'-lEE thriving, "_L is ¥ L
medicinal knowledge to Manoa. Her lasting important that the communities not only enjov it ._|
influence in Monty’s life may have been the but also support it —so that MHC and its mission 0

A continue to inspire generations Lo come. e

reason he protected and saved the heiaua site.
Donations to Manoa Heritage Center may be
Manoa Heritage Center In The Future made at www. Manoaheritagecenter. org or by
As stewards, 5am and Mary make decisions for  contacting Manoa Heritage Center: S058-988-12587
future generations. The "right thing to do” now or Manoaheritagecenteriyhmpalianiet.nel. W
is to continue preservation, expand the gardens
and increase learning opportunities for vouth.
Architectural plans show a modest Visitor Educa-
tion Center that will allow
for expanded of educational
activities, exhibits and basic
facilities with visitor com-
forts in mind. Included are
expanded gardens, places
for hands-on cultural activi-
ties and restroom facilities.
A new driveway and park-
ing lot will include a turn-
around for school buses.

gam and Mary are do-
nating their home, Enali‘i,
s0 that it will eventually
become a valued addition
to MHC—open to the community, along with
displavs of historical Hawaiian art dating from
western contact through the 20th century.

Left: Adult tours led by
docent guide Karern Borg.

Below: Margo Vitareli,

Eduacation Director, leading
students fo wew all 4 sides
of Kaka's'o heiau.

As we said good-byve to Sam and Mary, we
understood the huge amount of time, energy amnd
resources they personally have devoted to Manoa
Heritage Center. | asked Mary if the work seems
burdensome. "A burden? No, we never feel that
way. The challenges keep us busy and on the
go—we love it.” Her smile conveved the jov
with which the Cookes carry out their kuleana.

Inzet photos courtesy of the Manoa Heritage Center



