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loulu palm or ukl grass. The surrounding fence was of 'Ghi'a

Kilolani

HEIAU OF HAWAI'I

The people related to their gods frequently while) at work
and at play. They also provided a varlety of special places,
simple to elaborate, for speclal services or observances. These
ranged fromw small shrines -to the huge sacrificial heiau. About a

dozen different namés were used to ldentify these various places

of worship.

In nearly every instance the ceremonies on the nelau were
carrled out to secure the nelp of the gods in bettering the
llving conditions of the people ‘or accomplishing soéme of their
speclal desires., These included being favored with better crops,

more flsh, success in battle, shelter from the elements and healing

the sick,

LUAKINI HEIAU

These Wwere also called heiau po'o kanaka where human sacri-

fices were offered. Built only by the pa“amount chief and ususlly
rebuilt by each succedlng chief, The luakini ritual wvas that of
the great god Ku, strict and arduous. The priests were all ali'i,

of the order of KU and their ancestor Kanalu. These were also

called heiau kaua or war heiau. ' .

The tlmbers in the structures were [ohi'a and the thatch of
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witn the bark removed. The images were also of 'ohi'a. The human

sacrifices were adult male law~breakers or war captives. Unfort-
unately some were victims who had been wrongly accused,
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The chlef consecrated places in and around the luakini

were:






