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loulu palm or ukl grass. The surrounding fence was of 'Ghi'a

Kilolani

HEIAU OF HAWAI'I

The people related to their gods frequently while) at work
and at play. They also provided a varlety of special places,
simple to elaborate, for speclal services or observances. These
ranged fromw small shrines -to the huge sacrificial heiau. About a

dozen different namés were used to ldentify these various places

of worship.

In nearly every instance the ceremonies on the nelau were
carrled out to secure the nelp of the gods in bettering the
llving conditions of the people ‘or accomplishing soéme of their
speclal desires., These included being favored with better crops,

more flsh, success in battle, shelter from the elements and healing

the sick,

LUAKINI HEIAU

These Wwere also called heiau po'o kanaka where human sacri-

fices were offered. Built only by the pa“amount chief and ususlly
rebuilt by each succedlng chief, The luakini ritual wvas that of
the great god Ku, strict and arduous. The priests were all ali'i,

of the order of KU and their ancestor Kanalu. These were also

called heiau kaua or war heiau. ' .

The tlmbers in the structures were [ohi'a and the thatch of

) /:“'
witn the bark removed. The images were also of 'ohi'a. The human

sacrifices were adult male law~breakers or war captives. Unfort-
unately some were victims who had been wrongly accused,

S, ®

The chlef consecrated places in and around the luakini

were:



Yo pe S

—

Ka paehupu - the sacred enclosing wall of stone or 'ohi'a poles,
Ka 'ili'il1l - the pebbled floor '

¥, 'anu'u - the oracle tovier

Ka hale mzna - the mana nouse

Ka hale pahu - the drum nouse

Ka hale wal ea - small house where the ‘'aha cord was stretched.
Ka

no'1 - the main image of 'ohi'a, the lord of, images
Ka lele - 't;he sacrificial stand

Elaborate and usuzlly lengthy ceremonies vere conducted by
the high chief and the kKahuna. These prlests wore white and did

not cut their halr or beards.

David Malo wrote of a prayer service which
was a part of the consecration of a sacrificial heiau
(luakini). Called kuili, it was of unusual interest
because of the number of baked hogs served to the
worshippers. Fortunately for the farmer some
years lapsed between the building and dedicating
of these important luakini.

On the first night 800 hogs were baked for the
priests and their men. They ate the pork and
continued their prayers until morning. .

The kuili service continued all day during
which time-400 more pigs were baked and served.
During the service which continued all night 240
more pigs were baked and eaten.

During the next and last day 400 more baked
pigs were served to the priests but not to the chiefs.

A total of 1840 hogs were used in dedicating
and freeing the luakini from kapu.

The following day another feast, with an un-
specified number of pigs, was served to celebrate
the ceremony of girding a malo on the haku ‘Chi‘a
image.

After this feast the high chief offered his gods
400 pigs, 400 bushels of bananas, 400 coconuts,
400 red fish and 400 pieces of ‘oloa kapa. (Malo,
1976, pp. 171-74.) -

Human sacrificles were offered to insure the xokua df the war
gods Iin aiding the worshippers to overcoue the enemy. The presence
_and” power of the gods destroyed the courags and strength of tue
ene%y and filled thelr bearts 4itn terror, the chlefs and ¥Zhuna

believed.
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Captives in war, K2pu brezkers and men who had displeased the
chief were selected for sacrifice. Men, numbering tws to twenty,
were clubbed, stoned or strangled in a manner not to mangle their
bodies.‘ They were carried into the temple nude and piaced on the
lele face down in rows before the image. Hogs were laid upon the

human bodles at right angles. Prayers were offered and all were

left to putrefy.

MAPELE HEIAU

These helau were for tha worship of Lono. The ritual was
mild and the service comfortable. The requests were for an ample
supply of food. Priests, lower in order than those of the luakini,
were of the order of Lono or-ggayéLJ

Any chief!was at liberty to construct a wapele. Here the ruler
and his chiefs.prayed most frequently.

The wood in the fences surrounding the mapele and the frame-

work of4the structures was of lama. Special plants in or near the

mapele were bananas,

-

Other names for shrines dedicated to Lono W re:

ho'oulu 'ai - for the increase of food crops. The first
frults were offered to insure further growth.

ho'oulu ua - offerings were made in increase rain when needed.

ewe'al is another name for a shrine devoted to bringing rain.

ba'o (meaning green) were small, temporary helau used for the
ho'oulu 'ai ceremony to bring food.

HO'OLA HEIAU
These healing temples were for treating the sick and were
unlgue to Hawal'il where medicil knowledge and préctices exceeded

that of other Pacific peoples. The xahuna la'au lapa'au, the

herd doctor;was assisited by some 16 additional specialists.



Befowe 1819 there was at least one nez2ling heleu in each
district throughout the inhabited 1sland Two &nown on 0'ahu
today are Kealwa on 'Alea Heights and another on Kahuna Sam Lono's

property at Ha'iku.

PU'UHONUA

Phese were places of refuge, of peace and of safety. They
may be walled structures such as the Pu'uhonua o Honaunau in
Kona. Wnhen deddcated 1t was called the City of Refuge National
Historical Park.

A pu'uhonua may be an ahugua =2 or other open land area such

as was once true of the ahupua'a of Xualoa, Waikane and Kailua.

A pu'uhonua may be a person. Xa'ahumanu was glven such powers
and used them’to pardon the defeated O'ahu chiefs and people after
the battle of Nu'uanu in 1795.

A pu'uhonua may belalgodslmage. Kuka 'ilimoku was glven

these powers and hls lands were declared pu'uhonua. The details

of thelr use seem to be lacking in the literature.

persons accused of a crime would flee to these places of
refuge and would be forgiven while within its confines. They
were then free to return to thelr normal life. During war times
the aged, infirm and the women and children would take refuge in

the pu'uhonua.

i

The missionaries compared these to the Cities of Refuge of
the Hebrew peaple as described in Numbers 35, Deuteronomy 19

apd Joshua 20.
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HEIAU WAIHAU
Some of these are described as agricultural helau. Lono was
the patron and the offerings were frowm the plantations and gardens.
i
Cnlef among the offerings were plgs, bazznas and coconuts.

Walhau of stones and coral were buillt near the sea and near

fishponds. ‘'Aoa was the nawme glven to shrines buillt near the royal

ponds where the offerings were a black plg, wullet, taro and Yananas.

Sowme of tnes walhau were for tne mo'o or female deltles who

were the guardians of fishponds and for the akua wo'o, the mz jor

gods of the female chiefls.

Waibau were more numereus than lusgini

UNU.
These wers crude altars or shrines built by and for the

fishermen. A chief, nowever, would bulld an unu o Lono which was

enclosed by a fence of lama wood and coxntalned structures thatched
with dried tl leaves.
KU'ULA

Kﬁ'ulakai was a noted fisherman in Hana, Maul years ago.
Long after his death he became the zod of fishermen. Stones a
yard or\more nigh were set up along beaches to attract fish and to
cause them to multiply. Swaller flat stones were placed zlong

the shore "to recelve offerings of fisn. (See sketcn in Resource

Units, 1982, p. 151). Smaller ku'ulzs, natural or carved stones,

were .carried to sea in canoes to attract fish.
K0'a.
Most of these were sma2ll stone platforms. <Cercmonies on or

near the ko'a were to insure an abundance of fish. Ko'a on 1islets

frequented by birds or 1la the mountalns were for offerings to

increase bird 1life. *
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There seems to be little or no difference between the shrilnes
called ku'ula and ko'a.

POHAXU O KAWE '

A single stone pillar or monument was set up by g member of
the family as indicated by their'aumaxua. Here the family would
commune with their 'aumakua, other gods and with Kane. The entlre
family would gather here in contrast to the service 1n the hale

mua which was exclusively for the men. T1 leaves were planted

around Pohaku o Kane.
IPU O LONO

In the men's house, the hale mua, hung a gourd called ipu o
_Lono which was suspended by four cords. The offering placed within

was termed 'ai or food and i'a or fish., A plece of 'awa root was

tied to the cord handle. FEach morning and evening the head of the

od

had tazken the essence of the offering the householder was free to

house prayed and offered the food to the family god. When the

(9

éat the food.
KUKOA'E ‘

A temple for purification ceremonies and far prayers for food.
NZI XK0'A HEIAU HOLOMOANWA

Phis structure was built for the family ‘aumakua who would
help the family in their voyaging to foreign lands.
XE'E, HRI'ENA, KAUA'I

Here are the remains of a large helau dedicated to the hula.
It was-once very larze, sacred and famous. It was dedlcated to
the goddess Lakz. Lonl'au dance here.

KUKANILOKO

This sacred shrine near Wahiawz, C'shu, served as a u'uhonua
b

and a birthplace for the highest chiefs. TFrom the 12th ceniury
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many ali'i of distinction were born here. The 1llness of the
queen mother Keopuolanl prevented her from giving birth tc Likollho
at Kukaniloko. The story of these sacred stones and tie genealogy
of a chiefess was given in detail 1n an early copy of Ka Lono,
the news letter of Hul 'Ipl Na'auao o Hawal'il.

Holohoiokﬁ near fhéfmouth of«the Wailuas River on Kaua'l 1s
a sacred birthplace and a pu'ubonua.
DATA ON O'AHU HEIAU

Total kumown - 139

Destroyed - 117 or B84%
Existing 22 or 16%

Kane '2kI at Makaha was restored in 1969-70. It was probably
rebuilt from a_waihau to a luakini in the late 1700's.

Pu'u o Mahuka, Ulupo, Kawaewae_and Kupolopolo, all luakini
are in falr condition. Kealwz 1s in poor conditlon.

>

DATA ON HAWAI'I ISLAND HEIAU

The chief one 1n each of the six districts:t

Kona - Hiklau
Ka'ul - Puralu'u
Puna - Waha'ula

Hilo - Kanoa

Waipl'o - Honua'ula
Kohala - Mo'okinl

Other heiau of note are:

Kawalhae - PuukoholZd
Mailekini

Kailua - Ahu'ena
Keikipu'ipu'il

Waipl'o - Paka'alana

Donald D. Kilolanil Mitchell U o
' for D. Hozama's £4CT 441
The Kamehameha Schools Methods in Hawhn Shudies

Bishop Museum



